
                        
 

SAFE (Safety & Fairness for Everyone) Network 
 
Immigrants who are represented in deportation proceedings are up to ten times more likely to 
establish a right to remain in the United States than those who are unrepresented. However, 
there is no right to government-appointed counsel in deportation proceedings. Thus, most 
immigrants face the devastating consequences of deportation—permanent separation from 
their families, communities, and businesses and, often, a return to violence and persecution—
without an attorney to fight for them. Worse yet, many must navigate this complex legal system 
while locked up in detention centers far from their families and support systems. 
 
The SAFE Network is a network of 12 geographically and politically diverse jurisdictions nationwide 
that have partnered with the Vera Institute of Justice to promote safe communities and due process 
by providing legal representation to immigrants facing deportation.  

 

These jurisdictions have invested 
public funding for the representation 
of immigrants facing deportation, 
with a focus on serving detained 
immigrants.  The network is 
committed to the goal of “universal 
representation” – where the only 
criteria for representation are 
residency and an immigrant’s 
inability to afford an attorney – to 
ensure due process and fairness in 
our justice system. 
 

This report covers cumulative data on SAFE Network clients who have been accepted for 
representation in the Santa Ana program beginning November 2017 through the end of April 2019.   
 

SAFE Program Description: Santa Ana, California 
Legal Service Provider: Immigrant Defenders Law Center 

Populations Served: Santa Ana City residents facing removal  

Detention Centers Served: 
Theo Lacy Facility (Orange, CA); James A. Musick  Facility  (Irvine, 

CA); and Adelanto ICE Processing Center (Adelanto, CA) 

Method of Identifying Clients: 

Referrals from legal service providers, nonprofits and local 

community groups; walk-in consultations; Legal Orientation 

Program at the Adelanto ICE Processing Center  

 



                        

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SAFE Network Program Demographics: Santa Ana, California 
 
Vera builds evidence to demonstrate the impact of representation on clients, their families, and the 
local community. SAFE Network members adhere to the “universal representation model,” whereby 
the only criteria for representation are residency and the inability to pay for a lawyer, without assessing 
the perceived likelihood of a “successful” outcome for the case upon conducting an initial intake. The 
statistics below reflect the 29 clients represented by Immigrant Defenders Law Center in Santa Ana 
since the program’s inception in November 2017.    
 

 
 
Similar to the trend seen nationwide in the SAFE Network, the 29 clients represented under Santa Ana’s 
SAFE program have longstanding ties to the United States.  On average, clients in Santa Ana have lived 
in the United States for 9 years. Many clients are parents, responsible for supporting themselves and 
their families: through the end of April, SAFE represented the parents of 31 different children under the 
age of 18. 
 

 
 

   
 
After securing representation, one of the first priorities of detained clients is to seek release from 
detention. Release allows clients to fight their case from the community, free from the restrictions that 
make it so challenging to prepare a legal defense from detention, such as difficulty obtaining documents 
and other evidence from abroad.  Release further allows clients an opportunity to reunify with their 
children and other family members in their community, alleviating the financial and emotional 
disruption associated with prolonged detention. As of March 2019, 9 of the 30 clients whose 
representation began while the client was in detention (30 percent) have been released on bond or 
parole, or after being granted relief. 
 
 
Community members can call ImmDef at 213-634-0999 to schedule a consultation. 
 
 

Making an Impact in Santa Ana  
 

Lisa, a mother of 5 US Citizen children has lived in the US for over 25 years and has long-standing ties 
to Santa Ana.  Through the zealous advocacy of her attorneys in her case, she was granted Cancellation 
of Removal for Legal Permanent Residents by the Immigration Judge in her case.    Prior to being 
detained, Lisa had been a victim of severe domestic violence for many years.  She was apprehended by 
ICE following a dispute with her abuser and subsequently denied bond twice before she was able to 
obtain an attorney. Once Lisa obtained an attorney, the attorneys in the case uncovered Lisa’s serious 
underlying mental health issues stemming from the abuse and were successful in demonstrating to the 
Immigration Judge that she deserved to stay in the US with her family. The attorneys in Lisa’s case were 
not only able to obtain   a low bond, but also worked with the Public Defender on her criminal case to 
obtain a successful outcome in her immigration case.  Lisa is now back with her family and community 
in the City of Santa Ana receiving the domestic violence services her and her family need.  
 


